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(57) Abstract 

A carrier for advancing one or more rel- 
atively small items such as envelopes, address 
cards, checks, and the like through a computer 
printer or word processor printer. The carrier 
(10) has a carrier sheet (12) of a size that the 
feed mechanism of the printer can handle and 
at least one strip of non-setting, non-drying, 
pressure sensitive tacky adhesive (32) attached 
to the carrier sheet to which the items can be 
attached and carried through the printer. Ver- 
tical and horizontal grid lines (14 and 16) and 
horizontal and vertical location index num- 
bers (18 and 20) are printed on the top surface 
of the carrier sheet. Parallel retaining strips (36 
and 38) are also provided to hold the items flat 
against the carrier sheet. \ 
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Carrier For Advancing Sheets 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



This invention relates generally to means for 
handling file folder labels, mailing labels, address 
cards, index cards, postcards, envelopes, checks and other 
relatively small.' sheet's of paper or the like .in an office 
or other similar environment, and, more particularly, to 
means for advancing, one or more relatively small sheets of 
paper dr vthe like through a computer printer or word 
processor printer. 

The advent of modern word processing systems, 
including small multi-purpose computers and dedicated- word 
processors with high speed printers has resulted in the 
efficient production of documents consisting of one or 
more sheets of paper of a size and shape for which the 
carriage and sheet feed mechanism of the particular 
printer were designed to accommodate. Most printers use 
automatic feeders that are designed to handle only two 
sizes of paper , usually 8 J by 11 and 8 J by 13 or 14. 
Accordingly, it is a common practice for offices that use 
modern word processing systems to provide one or more, 
conventional typewriters for essentially the sole purpose 
of typing onto file folder labels, mailing labels, address 
cards, index cards, postcards, envelopes, checks, and 
other relatively small sheets of paper- 
When one considers the number of offices that 
are using modern word processing systems, it seems diffi- 
cult to believe that the prior art has not provided a 



satisfactory solution to the alignment and other problems 
associated with advancing a relatively small sheet of 
paper or the like through the carriage of a computer 
printer or word processor printer. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to 
solve the alignment and provide a carrier for advancing 
one or more relatively small sheets of paper through a 
computer or word processor printer. 

It is a. further object of this invention to 
provide a carrier of the size -that can be handled by the 
automatic feeders of computer and word processor printers 
and to which odd sized items, such as mailing labels, post 
cards and the like, can be attached . to be carried through 
the printer where the desired- information , can- be printed 
thereon. 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide such a carrier that includes one or more strips of 
adhesive material to which the odd sized items may be 
attached for movement with the carrier through the printer 
and thereafter removed. 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide such a carrier that includes the adhesive strips 
and means on each side of the strip for holding the odd 
sized items attached to the strip flat against the carrier 
to ensure smooth passage of the carrier through the feed 
rollers of the printer without damage to the item* 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide such a carrier for advancing one or more odd sized 
items of a pre-determined size and having an essentially 
rectangular shape through a computer printer or word 
processor printer that includes an essentially rectangular 
sheet of paper or the like of a size that- can be handled 
by the printer having retaining strips located on opposite 
sides of an adhesive strip to hold the odd sized items 
attached to the strip flat against the sheet of paper. 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide such a carrier having horizontal location index . 
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numbers and vertical location index numbers printed on the 
carrier that correspond to the numbers on the margin and 
tab scale line displayed on the screen of a multi-purpose 
computer or dedicated word processor during word process- 
ing operations and to the line numbers for a '"Computer 
printer or word processor printer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides means for advanc- 
ing one or more. odd sized items such as those noted above 
through a computer printer or word processor printer/ The 
carrier that is provided' by the present invention is 
particularly suitable for use with a computer printer or 
word processor printer having a friction sheet feed 
mechanism. The carrier may be used with a computer 
printer or word processor printer having a pin sheet feed 
mechanism if it is fed and advanced in accordance with the 
principles and teachings of U.S. Patent No. 4,448,558. 

The carrier comprises an essentially rectangular 
sheet of paper or the like with at least one strip of 
non-setting, non-drying, pressure sensitive, tacky adhe- 
sive exposed on its top surface. The carrier sheet is of 
a size, typically 8 J inches x 11 inches, that the sheet 
feed mechanism of the computer printer or word processor 
printer is designed to handle. Vertical and . horizontal 
grid lines and horizontal and vertical location index 
numbers are printed on the top surface of the sheet, so the 
typist can coordinate the location on the display panel of 
the information to be printed with the location of the 
item on the carrier. 

Means are provided to hold the items flat on the 
carrier sheet. In the embodiment shown in the drawings 
such means are left-hand and right-hand vertical retaining 
strips affixed to the top surface of the essentially 
rectangular sheet of paper or the ■ like in embodiments of 
the carrier that are intended for carrying one or more odd 
sized items of a pre-determined size and essentially 
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rectangular shape. In. embodiments that are intended for 
carrying two columns of one or more of such sheets, a 
central vertical retaining strip is also affixed to the 
top surface of the essentially rectangular sheet of paper 
or the like. The inner vertical edges of the left-hand 
and right-hand vertical retaining strips and both vertical 
edges of the central, vertical retaining, strip are free to 
receive the outer edges of the odd sized items to hold 
them flat against the carrier sheet. The strips of 
non-setting, non-drying, pressure sensitive, tacky, 
adhesive are disposed between the vertical retaining 
strips . 

In a typical use of the carrier sheet, an odd 
sized itejn is aligned and positioned over a strip of 
non-setting, non-drying, pressure sensitive, tacky adhe- 
sive at an appropriate location on the top surface of the 
sheet of paper. Then, each of the vertical edges of the 
odd sized items is inserted between a. vertical retaining 
strip and the top surface of the essentially rectangular 
sheet of paper. Next, the odd sized item is pressed onto 
the adhesive strip. Finally, the carrier is fed into and 
advanced through the carriage of a computer printer or 
word processor printer for typing onto the odd sized 
items . 

These and other advantages, features, and 
objects of the present invention will be apparent from the 
following brief description of the drawings, description 
of the preferred embodiments and claims, and the accompa- 
nying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of one embodiment of 
the carrier of the present invention that is intended for 
•carrying one to three address cards of the type sold under 
the Rolodex trademark with one such address, card secured, 
thereto. 
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Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the carrier and 
address card taken along line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary top plan view of the top 
left corner of an alternate embodiment of the carrier of 
the present invention. * 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of a second alternate • 
embodiment of the carrier of the present invention for 
carrying one to ten file folder labels. 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of a third alternate 
embodiment of the carrier of the present invention for 
carrying one to three personal checks. 

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of a fourth alternate 
embodiment of the carrier of the present invention for 
carrying one or more sheets of paper or the like having a 
size or shape, or both, that has' not been pre-determined . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Carrier 10, which is illustrated in Fig. 1, 
comprises essentially rectangular sheet 12 of paper or the 
like having vertical and horizontal' grid lines 14. and 16.. 
printed on its top -surface. Horizontal location index 
numbers 18 that correspond to the numbers on the margin 
and tab scale line displayed on the screen of a typical 
small multi-purpose computer or dedicated word processor 
during word processing operations are printed over verti- 
cal grid lines 14 near the top of sheet 12. Vertical 
location index numbers 20 that correspond to the line 
numbers for every third print line of a computer printer 
or word processor printer are printed over horizontal grid 
lines 16 near the left-hand edge of sheet 12. In the 
alternate embodiment illustrated in Fig. 3, intermediate 
vertical and horizontal grid lines 22 and 24 and interme- 
diate horizontal and vertical location index numbers 26 
and 28 are printed on the top surface of sheet 12. In 
most embodiments, it is preferable to print shaded areas 



30, each having essentially the same size and shape as the 
particular odd shaped item that carrier 10 is -intended to 
carry, cn the top surface of sheet 12 at appropriate 
locations , as illustrated in Fig. 1. Sheet 1-2* is of a 
size, typically 8j inches x 11 inches, for which the 
carriage and sheet feed mechanism of the particular 
computer printer or word processor printer is designed to 
accommodate. 

In accordance with this invention, adhesive 
strips are provided to -hold the odd shaped items on the 
carrier as it travels through the printer. In the embodi- 
ment shown in Fig. 1, three strips 32 of non-setting, 
non-drying, pressure sensitive, tacky adhesive are provid- 
ed. The actual number, size, and disposition of adhesive 
strips 32 will vary depending on the number, size, and 
shape of the particular . item, that the particular embodi- 
ment of the carrier 10 is intended to carry. For example,, . 
in the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 4, ten smaller 
adhesive strips 32 are provided for carrying one to ten 
file folder labels. And, in the embodiment of the carrier 
10 illustrated in Fig. -5 intended for carrying one to 
three personal checks, three adhesive strips 3 2 of approx- 
imately the same size as the strips 32 illustrated ixvFig. 
4 are used. As a final example, in the embodiment illus- 
trated in Fig. 6, two adhesive . strips 32 .are positioned in 
spaced, parallel relationship for carrying one or more 
items of a size or shape, or both, that has not been 
pre-determined . 

A wide range of adhesive materials, including 
many which are commercially available, are suitable for 
strips 32 of non-setting, non-drying, pressure sensitive, 
tacky, adhesive. If desired, a suitable adhesive material 
can be applied directly to the top surface of the sheet 12 
to form the adhesive strips 32. Alternately, the adhesive 
strips 3 2 can be cut from a tape having a suitable adhe- 
sive material on each of its sides and affixed to the top 
surface of the sheet 12. In the embodiments shown, as 

I 
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illustrated in Fig. 2, adhesive strips 3 2 are formed by 
cutting openings in sheet 12 and affixing one or more 
pieces of tape having a suitable adhesive material on one 
of its sides to the bottom surface of sheet. 12 such that-, 
the openings in sheet 12 define the boundaries of the 
adhesive strips. 

In embodiments of the carrier 10 that are 
intended for carrying items of a pre-determined size and 
essentially rectangular shape, left-hand and right-hand 
vertical retaining strips 36 and 38 are provided on the 
top surface of sheet 12. Central vertical retaining strip 
40 is provided oh sheet 12 in the embodiments, such as the 
embodiment illustrated in Fig. 4, that carry two columns 
of one or more items having a pre-determined size and 
essentially rectangular shape. No vertical retaining 
strips are provided on the top surface of sheet 12 in 
embodiments, such as the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 6, 
that are intended to carry one or more items of a size or 
shape, or both, that has not been pre-determined. 

Vertical retaining strips 36, 38, and 40, 
illustrated in Figs. 1, 4, and 5, are formed from a clear 
plastic sheet material. Other sheet materials, such as 
stiff paper, can be used. As best illustrated in Fig. 2, 
the outer vertical edges of. left-hand and right-hand 
vertical retaining strips 36 and 3 8 are affixed to the top 
surface of sheet 12 with a suitable adhesive material, or 
by other suitable means, such that their respective inner 
vertical edges are free to bend upward from sheet 12. In 
like manner, the vertical axis of central vertical retain- 
ing strip 40, illustrated in Fig. 4, is affixed to sheet; 
12 such that both of its' vertical edges are free to bend 
upward from sheet 12. 

Having described the structure of the preferred 
embodiments of the carrier 10, the use of the embodiment 
of carrier 10 illustrated in Fig. 1 to advance address 
card 50 through a computer printer or word processor 
printer will" now be described. First, the left-hand and 



-3- 

right-hand- vertical edges 52, 5 4 of card 5 0 are inserted 
between the sheet 12 and the left-hand and right-hand 
vertical retaining strips 36 and 38, respectively, as best 
illustrated in Fig. 2 to hold the card flat against the 
carrier to insure that the card moves smoothly through the 
printer. Then card 50 is pressed firmly onto adhesive 
strip 32. The vertical and horizontal grid lines 14 and 
16 and horizontal and vertical grid lines 14 and 16 tell 
the secretary where the information to be printed should 
be located on the screen of the computer or word processor 
to be printed on the card. 

The carrier with the card is fed into and 
advanced through the computer printer or word processor 
printer for printing the desired information onto card 50. 
After the carrier has passed through the computer printer 
or word processor printer, the edges of card 50 are 
removed from the retaining strips and the card is peeled 
off the adhesive strip. When not in use, the adhesive 
strip should be covered by a sheet of paper to allow the- 
carriers to be stored without sticking' together. .The 
carrier 10 can be reused until the strip 32 of non-drying, 
non-setting, pressure sensitive, tacky adhesive has lost 
its tackiness. The other embodiments of the carrier 10 
are used in a similar manner. 

While the present invention has been disclosed 
in connection with its preferred embodiments, it should be 
understood that there may be other embodiments' that fall 
within the scope and spirit of the invention as defined by 
the claims. 
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I claim: 

1. A carrier for advancing one or more rela- 
tively small items such as envelopes, addres.s cards, 
checks and the like through a computer printer "or word 
processor printer having a feed mechanism controlled 
remotely by the computer or word processor, comprising a 
carrier sheet of a size that the feed mechanism of the 
printer is designed to handle, and a plurality of strips 
of non-setting, non-drying, pressure sensitive, tacky 
adhesive attached to the carrier sheet to which the items 
can be attached and carried through the printer with the 
carrier sheet and thereafter removed from the carrier- 
sheet. 

2. The carrier of Claim 1 in which the carrier 
sheet is provided with a plurality of openings and the- 
adhesive strips are attached to the back of the carrier 
sheet with a portion of the strip exposed through the 
openings. 

3. The carrier of Claim 1 further provided 
with means for holding the items flat against the carrier 
sheet as the carrier sheet moves through the printer. 

4. The carrier of Claim 1, further provided 
with a plurality- of vertical and horizontal grid lines 
printed on the carrier sheet to allow, the position of the 
items to be coordinated with the instructions from the 
computer or word processor of where to print the desired 
information on- each item* 

5. The carrier of Claim 1, further .provided 
with horizontal location index numbers and vertical 
location index numbers printed on the carrier sheet, said 
horizontal location index numbers corresponding to the 
numbers on the margin and tab scale line displayed on the 
screen of a multi-purpose computer or dedicated word 
processor during word processing operations and said 
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vertical location index numbers corresponding to the line 
numbers of a computer- or word processor printer. 

6. The carrier of Claims 3, 4, or'- 5 in which 
the means for holding the items flat against the carrier 
sheet include a pair of spaced, parallel flat, retaining 
strips of relatively stiff material attached to the sheet 
in a manner that allows the items to be printed to be 
slipped under the strips and held flat against the carrier 
sheet by the strips as the carrier sheet travels through 
the printer. 

7. A carrier for advancing one or more rela- 
tively small items such as envelopes, address cards, 
checks, and the like through a computer printer or word 
processor printer, having a feed mechanism controlled 
remotely by the computer or word processor, comprising, a 
carrier sheet of a size that the feed mechanism of the 
printers are designed to handle, a pair of spaced, paral- ■ 
lei, flat, retaining strips of relatively stiff material 
attached to the sheet in a manner that allows- the items to 
be printed to be slipped under the strips and held flat 
against the carrier sheet by the strips as the carrier 
sheet travels through the printer, and a plurality of 
strips of non-setting, non-drying , pressure sensitive, 
tacky adhesive located between the parallel retaining 
strips to hold the items between the strips. 

8. A carrier as recited in Claim 7 in which 
the carrier sheet is provided with a plurality of openings 
and the adhesive strips are attached to the back of the 
carrier sheet with a portion of the strip exposed through 
the openings . 

9. A carrier as recited in Claim 7 further 
provided with a plurality of vertical and horizontal grid 
lines printed on the carrier sheet to allow the position 
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of the items to be coordinated with the instructions from 
the computer or word processor of where to print the 
desired information on each item. 

10. A carrier as recited in Claim 7 further 
provided with horizontal location index, numbers and 
vertical location index numbers printed on the carrier 
sheet, said horizontal location index numbers correspond- 
ing to the numbers on the margin and tab scale line 
displayed on the screen of a multi-purpose computer or 
dedicated word processor during word processing operations 
and said vertical location index numbers corresponding to 
the line numbers of a computer or word processor printer. 
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